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BOOK EEYIEWS. 



The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography. October number, 
1900. W. a. Stanard, Editor. 
This issue is one of the very best. 

Lower Norfolk County Antiquity. Edited by Edward Wilson James. 
Vol. III., Part 3. Contents: Introduction; Marriage Performed by 
Eev. David Walters; Copy of the Charter of Norfolk Borough; Ab- 
stracts from County Marriage Bonds; Land and Slave Owners 
Princess Anne County, 1775; Oldest Masonic Lodge; The Church in 
Lower Norfolk County; Renouncing the Catholic Doctrine; Ab- 
stracts from Norfolk Marriage Bonds, 1801; Store Bill, 1769; Mar- 
riages Performed by Eev. George Norris. 

The Columbian and Venezuelan Republics : With Notes on Other 
Parts of Central and South America. By William L. Scruggs, late 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States to Columbia and to Venezuela. Boston : Little, Brown & Com- 
pany. 1900. 

This work is full of information and is well worth a careful reading. 
Mr. Scruggs has mingled in the work his own personal experiences in 
South America, with reflections upon the political conditions of Colum- 
bia and Venezuela, and interesting descriptions of the cities and scenery 
of those interesting countries. He has chapters upon the Monroe doc- 
trine as applied to Venezuela by Mr. Cleveland, upon the Nicaragua 
canal, upon the races inhabiting South America, upon the harbors and 
roadsteads of Venezuela, upon cotton planting, gold mines and many 
other things. 

American Historic Towns: Historic Towns of the Southern States. 

Edited by Lyman P. Powell. Illustrated. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New 

York and London. 

This is the last of a triad of volumes dealing with the older towns of 
the United States along or near the Eastern Coast. Like the preceding 
volumes treating of the towns in New England and the Middle States, 
this volume has a patriotic and educational value. The editor's father, 
dead almost a quarter of a century, lived in a little border town where 
in war times love and hate alike were hot. An avowed and fearless 
Unionist, he was also a true and faithful pacificator. In planning and 
shaping this volume on the Southern towns the editor of the work hopes 
that he is proving himself worthy of an honored father whom he would 
connect in this way with the work and with the series. The present 
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volume contains accounts of the following historic places: Baltimore, 
by St. George L. Scousant; Annapolis, by Sara Andrew Shafer; Fred- 
erickstown, by Sara Andrew Shafer; Washington, by Frank A. Van- 
derslip; Richmond on the James, by William Wirt Henry; Williams- 
burg, by Lyon G. Tyler; Wilmington, by Joseph Blunt Cheshire; Char- 
leston, by Yates Snowden; Savannah, by Pleasants Alexander Stovall; 
Mobile, by Peter J. Hamilton; Montgomery, by George Petrie; New 
Orleans, by Grace King; Vicksburg, by H. F. Simrall; Knoxville, by 
Joshua W. Caldwell; Nashville, by Gates P. Thruston; Louisville, by 
Lucien V. Rule; Little Rock, by George B. Rose; St. Augustine, by 
George R. Fairbanks. 

The book is handsomely printed and illustrated. 

Meriwether Family. The pedigree of this family has formed the 
subject of three books. The first of these, entitled The Meriwether 
Family, was compiled by Miss Louisa H. A. Minor, but the matter was 
largely traditional. As the pioneer, however, she deserves much praise. 
Her book was published in 1892. Mr. Minor Meriwether, of St. Louis, 
Mo., followed in 1895 with an excellent work, entitled Lineage of the 
Meriwethers and the Minors, giving many Bible data. In 1899 Mr. Wil- 
liam Ridgeley Griffith, of Baltimore, Maryland, placed the pedigree on a 
distinctly historic foundation by the publication of his work, entitled 
The Record of Nicholas Meriwether, of Wales, and Descendants in Vir- 
ginia and Maryland. This book represents the result of ten years' work 
in contemporary records, and is eminently satisfactory. Only forty 
copies were published. Among the additions made to the history of 
the family is the proof that Nicholas Meriwether, of New Kent, was 
not the i mm igrant, but his father, Nicholas Meriwether, born 1631, and 
clerk of Surry county in 1655. The emigrant's wife, Elizabeth, may or 
may not have been the daughter of Thomas Woodhouse, who kept a 
tavern at Jamestown and appointed William May and Nicholas Meri- 
wether his executors. 1 Mr. Ridgeway has failed to establish the Euro- 
pean connection of the family. But Nicholas Meriwether, the emigrant, 
was probably a brother of Thomas Meriwether, merchant of London, 
who is mentioned in the records of Isle of Wight county in 1678. 

A Jane Meriwether's will, dated 1604, can be found at Bristol, Eng- 
land. 

The difficulty about the descent of the Daingerfleld family (p. 40 of 
Mr. Griffith's book), is solved by the simple fact that on the death of 
William Tomlin, Elizabeth Bathurst, his widow, married William Dain- 
gerfleld. (See Quarterly VIII., p. 98.) 

The difficulty of the silver spoons (p. 129) is solved by the entry, 
"Mary Sydenham, born March 22, 1719," being an after entry. She was 
really Mary Morton, wife of Jonathan Sydenham, and sister of Joseph 
Morton. (Quarterly V., p. 108; VI., 248-9.) 

Joseph Morton married (1), Frances Colston; (2), Elizabeth Beck- 
with, daughter of Sir Marmaduke Beckwith. 

1 Northumberland County Records, 1667. 



